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TRUE JUSTICE MEANS MORE THAN PRISON
Tasmanians are being urged to re-evaluate their response to crime and punishment if there is to be true justice in dealing with all forms of wrongdoing and inappropriate behaviour.
Speaking at the release of a new Issues Sheet on Restorative Justice, the fifth in the Fairer Tasmania Series, the Chairman of the Tasmanian Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (TCJPC), Mr Doug Rutledge, said traditional approaches of revenge, retribution and harsh prison sentences did little to change the behaviour patterns of offenders.
“As Pope John Paul II said, we need, as a community, to offer those who commit crimes a way of redeeming themselves and making a positive return to society,” Mr Rutledge said.

“Rehabilitation and the Restorative Justice approach to dealing with crime and other wrongdoing or inappropriate behaviour provide just such an opportunity for offenders, while also delivering beneficial outcomes for victims.  

“And this approach need not be confined to the criminal justice system – it is already proving very effective in schools, businesses and community organisations where conflict and disputes can arise from time to time.” 

Mr Rutledge said the aim of this latest Issues Sheet was to promote discussion and debate within the Tasmanian community about dealing with offenders in a way that minimises the chances of them re-offending, while still ensuring that they acknowledge and remedy the consequences of their wrongdoing.
“We cannot use our justice system simply as a means of retribution against offenders without regard to reducing the likelihood of their re-offending, and this is especially so in regard to young offenders,” he said.

“Unless we encourage a greater emphasis on Restorative Justice and rehabilitation programs, more and more prisons will be needed as offenders become more and more entrenched in a life of crime and anti-social behaviour.”
The Issues Sheet on Restorative Justice is available on the TCJPC website (www.tasjustice.org) or by telephoning the Commission on (03) 6208 6271.   
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